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For “ The Friend.” 


ALEXANDER I. OF RUSSIA. 
(Concluded from page 341.) 


The pious character of Alexander is shown 
in an eminent manner in two interviews had 
with him by Thomas Shillitoe, of England, 
a highly esteemed minister of the Society of 
Friends, who, in obedience to what he believ- 
ed a religious duty, spent several months in 
St. Petersburg in the winter of 1824-5. Some 
of the circumstances of the visits to the empe- 
ror are related in the following extracts from 
this Friend’s journal. After stating the exer- 
cises of his mind on the subject, and some dif- 
ficulties that occurred ; and having written an 
address to the inhabitants of St. Petersburg, 
‘Thomassays, “ Fourth-day, agreeably to ap- 
pointment, I waited upon the Secretary, 
Prince Alexander Galitzin, who received me 
cordially, and informed me the emperor had 
concluded on seeing me; the time for the in- 
terview, however, was not fixed, but timely 
notice would be given me. Apprehending it 
would be right for me to put the emperor in 
possession of my certificates, I left them with 
the prince for that purpose. ‘The subject of 
disposing of the address I had signed, came 
again closely before the view of my mind ; the 
way for me to obtain an interview with the 
emperor being now clear, it appeared to me 
I must place it in his hands as the father of 
his people, to dispose of it as in the wisdom 
of Truth he might be directed. 

« Fifth-day, | walked out to meeting, and 
returned home to tea, at times not a little 
thoughtful how I should acquit myself before 
the emperor; but this I found was not a sub- 
ject for me to dwell upon. I therefore en- 
deavoured, as much as in me lay, to leave 
this subject and retire to bed, in hopes of a 
night’s rest. 

*« Sixth-day, I felt weighed down with the 
prospect of an interview with the emperor. I 
turned out for a short walk, fearing a long 
absence from home, in case a messenger 
should come in my absence. On my return 
home, I received a letter from the secretary, 
appointing an interview with the emperor for 
six o’clock this evening ; it stated that a car- 


person to conduct’ me to the palace, who was 
unacquainted with the English language, 
whom I was to follow, after I left the car- 


any thing like surprise at this profound si- 
lence, so uniformly observed. After taking 
my seat in this room a short time, I observed 


riage. After reading the letter, my feelings|the handle of the door, opposite to that by 


at the moment may be better conceived by 
such who have been placed in a similar situ- 
ation, being about tu make a visit in the name 
of the Most High, to an absolute monarch. I 
kept quiet at hore the remainder of the day. 
I endeavoured well to consider the propriety 
of my putting into the hands of the emperor 
the adie to the inhabitants of Petersburg, 
and leaving it solely at his disposal; and I 
apprehended my proceeding thus was the only 
way for me to obtain relief to my own mind. 
I enclosed it, with the address to the English 
Protestants, in a sheet of paper for that pur- 
pose. I had told a friend of mine, I was led 
to apprehend one interview with the emperor 
would not afford me a full opportunity to re- 
lieve my mind ; to which my friend replied, he 
did not think a second could be obtained, 
giving me such reasons as satisfied me, that it 
would not be for want of a willingness on the 


which I had entered, move, which led me to 
conclude some person was about to enter. I 
rose from my seat ; when a rather tall person, 
with a placid countenance, camé into the 
room, so plain in his attire, as to ornaments 
generally worn by sovereigns, as to induce me 
to put the question to him, ‘ am I now in com- 
pany with the emperor?’ to which he replied 
in an affable manner, ‘ Yes, you are.’ He held 
out his hand to me, and taking his seat on a 
sofa, placed me by him. After he had in- 
quired after Stephen Grellet and William 
Allen, for whom in warm terms he expressed 
his sincere regard, I laid before the emperor 
the manner in which my mind had been ex- 
ercised, on account of the notorious abuse of 
the First-day of the week in Petersburg. I 
informed him the only way that had opened 
in my mind for relief, was by taking up my 
pen and committing to writing matter as it 


aaa 


part of the emperor to comply with a request | came before me in the line of religious duty, 
for a further opportunity, so far at least as| addressed to his subjects generally ; but as I 
prudence dictated to him. I endeavoured to| had been well informed, the press was now so 
be in readiness early, as [ was requested by | restricted, that even the Moravians were de- 
the letter to be punctual to the time. The | nied the liberty they had heretofore enjoyed, 
carriage, with my guide, arrived at my lodg-|of having their new year’s hymn printed, it 
ings an hour before the time my letter speci-| was not possible I could have the address 


fied, which placed me in a trying situation, 
as I knew not how to account for it, fearing 
some alteration had taken place in the time 
since the appointment was first made, and that 
a second note had, by some means, not come 
to my hand. On inquiring, the guide informed 
my landlady his orders were to be with me in 
time, which was the cause of his coming to 
me thus early. 

* On our arrival at a back entrance of the 
palace, my guide left me in the carriage, 
where I was kept waiting a considerable time, 


| translated and printed ; therefore I believed I 
should not be able faithfully to acquit myself 
in the Divine sight in this matter, but by 
giving the address in charge to him, whom [ 
was to consider the father of his people ; de- 
|Siring, as I most earnestly did, that Divine 
wisdom would be pleased to direct him in the 
right disposal of it: on which he appeared 
cordially to receive it from my hands. After 
this subject was thus disposed of, various mat- 
ters were entered into, during which I brought 
into view such subjects as to me appeared ripe 





I concluded, from our being still too early; at|to bring forward; other matters which my 
length my guide returned, and took charge of | mind had been exercised with, I found I must 
me, At the entrance, I passed the sentinel | as yet keep in the back ground ; yet I felt not 
on duty, but no notice was taken, that I could |a little tried, lest, as my friend had told me, 
observe, of my hat being kept on: my guide | there should be no probability of my having a 
then conducted me through a long and very| second interview. However, a secret hope 
dreary paesage, in which the few lamps that| crossed my mind, that if these further mat- 
were lighted, gave but a very dim light,|ters, not yet ripe for communication to the 
which cast somewhat of an awful feeling over|emperor, were subjects Divine wisdom saw 
my mind, until I came to an open space; here| meet I should lay before him, the Almighty 
a young man was in waiting to take charge of | was able, without any care of mine, to make 
me, who conducted me up stairs, at the top of| way for it. Thus I was enabled © leave 
which, one who, I suppose, is called a lord in | things, and simply to attend to the business of 
waiting on the emperor, was in readiness to|the present time; for I think I never witness- 
receive me, who conducted me into the empe-|ed my mind more unshackled, or felt more 
ror’s private apartment, and there left me. As | freedom from all restraint, and more at liberty 
silence was strictly observed on the part of|to unbosom my whole soul, than I did on this 
those who had taken charge of me, not a word | occasion, to the pious emperor, on every sub- 


riage would be in attendance upon me, and a| passed, or a look from me, that could express | ject as it rose in my mind to lay before him, 
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both as it respected himself as sovereign, and | when he turned his face to the wall and wept: | mercifully made plain for me, for so I evi- 


his subjects he was permitted to rule over ; 
feeling more as if I was sitting by the side of 
a servant dependent on me, than by the side 
of so great a monarch. Towards the close of 
- this interview, the emperor very pathetically 
expressed himself in substance as follows: 
‘ Before I became acquainted with your reli- 
gious Society and its principles, 1 frequently, 
from my early life, felt something in myself, 
which, at times, gave me clearly to see that I 
stood in need of a further knowledge of Divine 
things than | was then in possession of ; which 
I could not then account for, nor did I know 
where to look for that which would. prove 
availing to my help in this matter, until I 
became acquainted with some of your Society, 
and with its principles. This I have since 
considered to be the greatest of all the out- 
ward blessings the Almighty has bestowed 
upon me; because, hereby I became fully 
satisfied in my own mind, that that which had 
thus followed me, though I was ignorant of 
what it meant, was that same Divine power 
inwardly revealed, which your religious So- 
ciety have from their commencement pro- 
fessed to be actuated by, in their daily walks 
through life; whereby my attention became 
turned with increasing earnestness, to seek 
after more of an acquaintance with it in my 
own soul. I bless the Lord, that he thus con- 
tinues to condescend to send his true gospel 
ministers, to keep me in remembrance of this 
day of his merciful awakening to my soul.’ 
He then added, ‘ my mind is at times brought 
under great suffering, to know how to move 
along ; I see things necessary for me to do, 
and things necessary for me to refuse com- 
lying with, which are expected from me. 
You have counselled me to an unreserved and 
well-timed obedience in all things. I clearly 
see it to be my duty ; and this is what 1 want 
to be more brought into the experience of ; 
but when I try for it, doubts come into my 
mind, and discouragements prevail: for, al- 
though they call me an absolute monarch, it 
is but little power I have, for doing that 
which I see it to be right for me to do.’ 

‘“‘] feared my intruding longer on the time 
of the emperor, having, I believed, cast off the 
wholé of what my mind was at this time 
charged with to deliver to him ; and yet it felt 
trying to me to leave him, not peng if I 
ever should have another opportunity of fully 
relieving my mind ; however, as it appeared 
best for me so to do, I made the effort to be 
moving: on which the emperor requested we 
might have a quiet sitting together before we 

rted, which accordingly took place. When 
Com from my seat to go, the emperor, 
taking hold of my hand, and turning towards 
me in the most affectionate manner, said, ‘ I 
shall not consider this as a parting opportu- 
nity, but shall expect another visit from you, 
before you set off for your own home.’ 
This circumstance afresh awakened in my 
mind a feeling of reverent gratitude, that I 
had been preserved from putting forth the 


























from me, as I fully believe, in order to give 
vent to his tears of gratitude to that Almighty 
Power, who in mercy had been pleased to 
favour us together with the precious over- 
shadowing influence of his good presence ; of 
which I never remember to have been more 
sensible. 

“]T was then conducted to my lodgings in 
the same quiet manner, and by the same con- 
veyance ; deeply sensible of my inability to 
set forth my feelings of gratitude to Almighty 
God, in making the way so easy as it had 
been to me.” 

It would seem that the first interview was 
had on the 24th of Twelfth month, 1824, and 
that the second took place the 22d of First 
month, 1825. Under this date the journal 
states—‘‘ A messenger brought me a note 
from the Prince Galitzin, appointing this 
evening for me to make my visit to the empe- 
ror. Some matters still continuing to press 
on my mind, which were not ripe for commu- 
nication when with the emperor before, I am 
led to believe I must not now dare to withhold 
them from him ; although I am fully sensible 
they are tender subjects for me to meddle 
with. The prospect of this visit has at times 
humbled me as into the very dust, looking 
towards it with dismay, lest I should fall short 
in delivering what I may be favoured clearly 
to see, is the whole counsel of my Divine 
Master to this absolute monarch. But in 
these seasons of tribulation, | am bound in 
gratitude to acknowledge, I have not been left 
destitute of the assurance, that if I am faithful 
in all things which in the clear vision of light 
are seen to be required of me, in the winding 
up of this religious engagement, all things 
will work together for my good. 

“ Late in the evening a carriage arrived 
from the palace, and my former guide took 
charge of me. On my arrival, I was con- 
ducted to the emperor’s apartment, who re- 
ceived me with his usual affability, giving me 
his hand, and seating me on the sofa beside 
him. He then informed me that he had read 
the address to the inhabitants of Petersburg, 
which I had put into his hands, with the con- 
tents of which he was well satisfied. I stated 
to him the impracticability of obtaining a 
translation of my address, and having it 
printed in England. I was fully satisfied if 
they came into the country they would be 
destroyed: therefore, as the emperor appeared 
willing to take the charge of it, I did not at- 
tempt to prescribe any precise mode for him 
to pursue ; but only expressed the concern of 
my mind, that he might be strengthened to 
seek after Divine wisdom in the right disposal 
of it. In this expression of my feeling, he 
appeared fully to unite ; and in thus leaving 
the matter with him, my mind was fayoured 
to experience peace. On my saying, there 


fare of his dominions, which I found I durst 
do no otherwise than lay before him, although 


were some matters of importance to the wel- | 


for I observed the emperor turned himself | dently felt it to be, to the humbling of my 


very soul in deep prostration before the Lord, 
who had, in the renewings of his mercy dealt 
with me, I endeavoured, in as concise and 
impressive a manner as possible, to obtain full 
relief tomy own mind. I| endeavoured to keep 
under my exercise, and as subjects were 
brought before my view, strength was merci- 
fully given me faithfully to acquit myself. 
Amongst the subjects which I had to lay be- 
fore him, one particularly was, the very 
debased state of vassalage in which the 
greater part of his subjects were held in 
bondage to others, and the awful consequences 
that eventually must result from it. This was 
a subject which I rejoiced to find had laid 
near his own heart. He presented me with a 
small work on Colonization, containing propo- 
sals calculated to bring about a remedy for 
this evil in his dominions. I then adverted 
again to the punishment by the knout, prac- 
tised in this country. In my former visit, I 
had fully expressed my feelings of horror on 
this subject, and I was then glad to find that it 
had occupied the mind of the emperor. He 
inquired of me what other mode of punishment 
could be adopted, that would be likely to work 
such a reformation in offenders as was de- 
sirable. On my proposing to substitute the 
tread-mill, it appeared to meet his ideas, and 
I was led to ask if I might be at liberty, on my 
return home, to forward to him such printed 
information on the subject, as my friends in 
England were able to furnish me with. He 
replied, such information would be very ac- 
ceptable, it being his desire that reformation 
should be the object kept in view, rather than 
what is deemed the punishment*of eflenders. 
In conversation afterwards with the merchant 
through whom this information was to be con- 
veyed to the emperor, I learned that the soci- 
ety for the improvement of prisons in England, 
had, a considerable time ago, sent over to this 
merchant a complete model of the tread-mill 
in full work, with figures placed on the wheel, 
to show its operation; an order was at the 
same time received, that it should be pre- 
sented to the emperor, which order was pro- 
duced to me ; but through fear, on the part of 
the person to whom it was consigned, this 
model was kept back, from his having under- 
stood such a mode of treating prisoners here 
would be warmly opposed by the police. I 
informed the emperor of this circumstance, 
requesting he would give me the liberty to 
forward it to him, to which he consented ; 
desiring it might be put up in a box, and sent 
to his secretary for him; which was accord- 
ingly done. 

** A full opportunity having now been afford- 
ed me to relieve my mind of all that I appre- 
hended was required of me to express to the 
emperor in the line of religious duty, a pause 
took place; feeling myself constrained to 
kneel down in supplication, the emperor went 
on his knees by my side ; after rising from our 
knees, and sitting awhile quietly together, the 


hand, when the command had been to stay it. 
On my being about to retire from the empe- 
ror, the case of Hezekiah was brought to my 
remembrance, although from a different cause, 


they might be delicate matters for me-to|time for my departure being come, I rose to 
touch upon: the emperor replied, ‘ Why hesi-| go, and after holding each other most affec- 
tate? I am open to receive all you may have|tionately by the hand, he saluted me, and we 
to say on any subject.’ The way being thus} took a heart-tendering farewell. 
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« Being conveyed back to my lodgings, and cester. A fire has prevailed these two months | 


taking my seat in my apartment, it was with! in the pine barrens of Jersey, which no art 
great difficulty I could refrain from proclaim-|can as yet extinguish; and a rock has been 
ing aloud my feelin 
God. For awhile, I felt like one lost in admi-| Schuylkill, marked Anno 1772; from which 


ration ; but afterwards, the retrospect of what it is supposed that a similar drought prevailed 


had fallen from my lips caused me to tremble ;| in that year.” 
but in due time, Divine goodness in mercy 
condescended to pour into my heart such a 
portion of the wine of consolation, as he best 
knew I was able to bear; for I soon became 
sensible a care was now necessary, that I 
might be enabled to withstand the wiles of 
satan, as ever it was when my mind was under | 


— 
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INSECTS.=--NO. I, 
ANTS. 


NOTES ON 


to take my departure.” ‘teresting to some of the readers of “ The 

Thomas Shillitee soon after left the coun-| Friend.” I make no pretensions to a scien- 
try and returned to England, where he ar- tific knowledge of the subject; but shall 
rived in the Third month, 1825. His journal, merely record in plain style what has passed 
after mentioning his attendance of the Yearly under my own notice. 


of gratitude to Almighty laid bare a few miles above the Falls of 










Having been considerably interested in noti- 
exercise for the service, which I had been cing the habits of some of the different classes 
thus mercifully enabled to accomplish. My of insects around me,I thought that a few 
bonds being now loosened, I felt nearly ready sketches from my observations might be in- 


Meeting of Friends in London, notices his 
feelings towards the emperor as follows :-— 

“«My mind continued to feel a lively inter-| 
est and frequent exercise, on behalf of the) 
dear Emperor Alexander, of Russia, and his 
faithful friend the Prince Alexander Galatzin, 
as well as the prince’s secretary; feeling my | 
mind drawn to make the same manifest, by| 
presenting each of them with a religious pub- 
lication, which to me appeared suitable for the 
occasion, I wrote letters to accompany them, | 
and committed them to the care of a kind| 
friend for delivery.” 

That to the emperor was as follows :— 

“« Thomas Shillitoe has taken the liberty of | 
requesting his dear illustrious friend will ac- 
cept of this small token of his continued sin- 
cere love and regard. He hasto recur daily, 
with feelings of satisfaction, more easily con- 
ceived than described, to those precious over- 
shadowings of Divine regard, of which he was 
made very sensible during the interview he 
was favoured to have with his illustrious 








The present season seems to have been 
peculiarly favourable to the production of the 
insect tribes, at least I have seldom noticed 
them in such abundance and variety. The 
ants, in particular, have afforded me much 
amusement, and to them, I shall at present 
confine my observations. Soon after a heavy 
shower of rain, which fell about the begin- 
ning of the Sixth month, a large number of 
black ants, about one third of an inch in length, 
were observed in the act of colonizing them- 
selves in a flower-bed, near the corner of the 
garden. As no signs had been seen of them 
previous to the rain, it was surmised that their 
old settlement had been flooded, and that they 
had therefore determined to remove hither, 


and found a city in a situation less exposed to 
The site had already been 


Numbers 
of emigrants were constantly pouring in, some 


such calamities. 
fixed upon, and the labour begun. 


on foot, and some borne along by their com- 
panions. Much curiosity was excited by this 
singular mode of travelling, and there was 


friend; for whom his earnest breathings of|some difficulty in accounting for it. It could 


soul continue to be, that Almighty God may 
be pleased, according to the riches of his 
grace, so to strengthen him with might, by 
his Spirit in his inner man, as that he may be 
enabled with holy magnanimity of soul, to rise 
above all the slavish fear of man, and above 
every discouragement that satan may be per- 
mitted to lay in the way of a faithful walking 
before God: that thus his illustrious friend 
may be found standing in the allotment de- 
signed for him in this state of probation ; and, 
finally, through the merits of the great Re- 
deemer, receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away.” 


—_—_ 


Drought in 1782.—The late William 
White, episcopal bishop of Pennsylvania, in 
a letter to a friend in England, under date of 
Tenth month Ist, 1782, says :— 

«“ This is made a joyful day to the whole 


not arise from the weakness of one of the 
parties, for both seemed equally active ; and 
when I separated them with a straw, would 
travel off with great rapidity; though some- 
times one would again approach the other, 
and allow himself to be picked up and borne 
off as before. The ants all came in a straight 
line, and were traced to a distance of perhaps 
twenty yards; but without discovering the 
nest from which they had removed. As said 
above, the work had commenced, and a scene 
of more active and enterprising industry can 
scarcely be imagined. Some were excavating 
the earth, while others were bringing together 
straw and sticks, to increase the size of their 
mound. One little fellow was particularly 
noticed, tugging and twisting to drag along a 
piece of wood eight or ten times its own size. 

Every thing seemed to promise success to 
the enterprise ; but on visiting the colony a few 
days afterwards, I observed that a large black 





country, by a rain, which appears likely to be} ant, of different species, had seized one of the 
a settled one; an event which has not hap-| settlers in a hostile manner, and was bearing 
pened for many months past. The country is|him off. After making his way with some 
parched to an uncommon degree. The river|difficulty through the grass that edged the 


is so brackish that they catch crabs at Glou-|bed, where his progress was impeded by his 
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unfortunate victim, who grasped at the ob- 
Jects around him, he carried him into a hickory 


tree, a few feet distance, which I found to be 
inhabited by a tribe of this larger species. 
Upon examining the settlement more closely, 
many dead bodies of both nations were dis- 
covered, but principally of the new settlers, 
giving evidence that a deadly struggle had 
been going on between the intruders and the 
colony in the tree. A number of combats 
remained still undecided. In one instance, 
three of the smaller ants had attacked one 
large one, and from the exhausted appearance 
of all four, I inferred that the contest had 
been arduous. In another, one of these giant 
invaders had been seized, just at the root of 
the feelers, which rise from the top of the 
head, and was endeavouring, in vain, by rub- 
bing his adversary against the objects around, 
to get his body within reach of his jaws. His 
supple enemy eluded all his efforts. 

The colony appeared to have been much 
weakened by the hostilities of their powerful 
neighbours, for though they were still carry- 
ing on their operations, it was with much less 
energy than before ; and since that time, they 
have entirely disappeared : the remnant, I sup- 
pose, became disheartened and removed, in 
hopes of finding a more peaceable neighbour- 
hood. 

Chester County, Seventh month, 1842. 


Injurious Effects of Weeds.—The question 
has been asked, how it was possible for China 
and Japan, with the ordinary products of agri- 
culture, to furnish bread for a population, 
equalling, according to the latest census, about 
200 persons to a square mile. ‘The answer is 
to be found in the care with which every foot 
of ground is cultivated ; in the fact that few 
animals are kept either for labour er food ; and 
more perhaps than any thing else, in the en- 
tire freedom of the crops from eyery thing 
that can reduce their quantity or quality. Not 
a weed of any kind is to be found in the fields, 
and the most positive enactments and most 
assiduous attentions are directed to keeping 
the country free from them. 

Few are aware how much weeds or grasses, 
growing in a grain crop, detract from its value, 
by lessening the product. A vigorous root of 
charlock or thistles will draw from the earth 
the nutriment that would have given fullness 
to half a dozen ears of wheat ; and where these 
or any other foreign substance is permitted in 
a growing crop, that is sure to suffer in pro- 
portion to the quantity of the foul material 
present. Weeds injure a crop in two ways— 
by the room they occupy, to the exclusion of 
the valuable plants, and by the nutriment of 
which they rob the growing crop. We have 
seen fields in which the wheat maintained a 
dubious struggle with the red root, charlock, 
or thistle ; and where the stem and the ear 
both showed how much they needed to be 
relieved from such crowding and unwel- 
On the best cultivated 
farms of England or Belgium, not a plant nor 
weed of any description can be found in a 
growing crop; and in some years the Earl 
of Leicester has offered a reward, but with- 
out success, for the smallest weed that could 


come neighbours. 
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be found in hundreds of acres of his turnips 
or his wheat. 


eee 
Selected for “* The Friend.” 


Levity.—Though I wish to be the last to 
find fault with the innocent and natural 
sprightliness and liveliness of youth, yet I 
cannot but excuse myself from joining in what 
is commonly so termed, having often felt 
thereby unsettled in mind, and indisposed for 
reflection. I have found that by occasionally 
relaxing in the discipline of watchfulness, the 
inclination to laughter, more particularly, 
gained much ground upon me; and there has 
been no small difficulty in restraining this 
habit, when much indulzed ; so that it strikes 
me to bea snare. Though religion does not 
make a man gloomy, yet it never allows him 
to be off his guard; no, he must “ watch and 
pray, lest he enter into temptation,’—taking 
up his daily cross to all frivolous and foolish 
talking and jesting, besides other more evident 
and open evils.—John Barclay. 


THE REPUBLICAN GROSBEAK. 


The Republican Grosbeak is a small finch- 
like bird, discovered in the interior of Africa 
by the late Colonel Paterson, during his bo- 
tanical travels in those regions ; and mention- 
ed by him in the following words :—“ The 
method in which these birds fabricate their 
nests is highly curious. In that of which | 
have given a plate, there could be no less a 
number than eight hundred to a thousand re- 
siding under the same roof. I call it a roof, 
because it perfectly resembles that of a thatch- 
ed house; and the ridge forms an angle so 
acute and so smooth, projecting over the en- 
trance of the nest below, that it is impossible 
for any reptile to approach them. Their indus- 
try seems almost equal to that of the bee: 
throughout the day they appear to be busily 
employed in carrying a fine species of grass, 
which is the principal material they employ 
for the purpose of erecting this extraordinary 
work, as well as for additions and repairs. 
Though my stay in the country was not suffi- 
cient to satisfy me, by occular proof, that they 
added to their nest as they annually increased 
in numbers, still, from the many trees which 
I have seen borne down by the weight, and 
others which [I have observed with their 
boughs completely covered over, it would 
appear that this really was the case. When 
the tree, which is the support of this aérial 
city, is obliged to give way to the increase of 
weight, it is obvious they are no longer pro- 
tected, and are under the necessity of re- 
building in other trees, One of these deserted 
nests I had the curiosity to break down, so 
as to inform myself of its internal structure, 
and I found it equally ingenious with that. of 
the external. ‘There are many entrances, 
each of which forms a separate street, with 
nests on both sides, at about two inches dis- 
tant from each other. The grass with which 
they are built is called Boshman’s grass, and 


I believe the seed of it to be their principal | members of the Yearly Meeting of Philadel- 
food ; though, on examining their nests, I phia. Published by its direction.” 


found the wings and legs of different insects. 


From every appearance, the nest which | 
dissected had been inhabited for many years, 
and some parts of it were much more com- 
plete than others. This, therefore, I conceive 
nearly to amount to a proof that they added to 
it at different times, as they found necessary, 
from the increase of the family, or rather, l 
should say, of the nation or community.” 

Paterson further observes, that “ these lit- 
tle republicans select a particular species of 
acasia tree as the site of their city—the struc- 
ture of which they are led by instinct to per- 
ceive is peculiarly adapted for the purpose. 
The stem of this tree shoots up to the height 
of near thirty feet from the ground before it 
sends out any branches ; while the stem, bein 
covered with a smooth and polished bark, 
effectually secures the bird from the attacks 
and injuries of all the snakes, lizards, and 
other reptiles which swarm around their habi- 
tations,—many of which, could they but ascend 
the glossy surface of the stem, would suck the 
eggs and destroy the young. The branches of 
this acasia are also remarkably long and wide- 
spreading,—thus allowing sufficient room for 
the increasing colony; for these little birds 
appear to be extremely prolific.” Le Vail- 
lant also alludes to this curious bird, and 
describes a nest he took to pieces. 


THE EVENING RAINBOW. 


Arch of promise, in the evening sky, 
Thou shinest fair, with many a lovely ray, 
Each in the other melting. Much mine eye 
Delights to linger on thee: for the day, 
Changeful, and many-weather’d, seemed to smile, 
Flashing brief splendour through the clouds awhile, 
Which deepened dark anon and fell in rain : 
But pleasant it is now to pause and view 
Thy various tints of frail and watery hue, 
And think the storm shall not return again. 
Such is the smile that piety bestows 
On the good man’s pale cheek, when he in peace 
Departing gently from a world of woes, 
Anticipates the world where sorrows cease. 
Souruey. 


A Hint to Smiths.—The cutting of bars of 
iron or pipes with the chisel is a laborious and 
tardy process. By the following mode the 
same end is attained more speedily, easily, 
and neatly :—bring the iron to a white heat, 
and then, fixing it in a vice, apply the com- 
mon saw, which, without being turned in the 
edge or injured in any respect, will divide it 
as easily as if it were a carrot !—Late paper. 


Warts.—The bark of a willow tree, burnt 
to ashes, mixed with strong vinegar, and 
applied to the parts, will remove all warts, 


corns, or excrescences, on any part of the 
body. 
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MEMORIALS. 
** Memorials concerning Deceased Friends, 


Such is the title of a thin duodecimo vol- 




























ume of 96 pages, which has just passed through 
the press, aud will shortly be published. It 
contains testimonies concerning Rachal Bar- 
nard, by Kennet Monthly Meeting ; Richard 
Jordan, by Haddonfield ; Hannah H. Harts- 
horne, by Shrewsbury ; John Parker, by Ken- 
net; Sarah Cresson, by Haddonfield ; Hannah 
Evans, by the Southern District ; Elizabeth 
Collins, by Upper Evesham; William and 
Hannah Jackson, by New Garden ; Jonathan 
Evans, by the Southern District ; Jane Bet- 
tle, by Philadelphia ; and Josiah and Eliza- 
beth Reeve, by Upper Evesham Monthly 
Meeting. 

It is not twenty-two years since the first of 
these dear Friends passed away, and less than 
two years since the last—they were therefore 
of our own time—we can recall their consis- 
tent walking—we can remember where they 
sat—how they looked—what they said—and 
all that pertains to them is fresh and lovely 
to recollection. Because they were so much 
of us, may be one reason why this little volume 
possesses such interest in our view. But in- 
dependent of this circumstance, these indi- 
viduals were nearly all of no common stamp, 
and their loss is great to the church. In 
relation to every man friend in the list, the 
language might have been taken up, “ Know 
ye not that there is a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Israel?” May these testi- 
monies have their proper effect, and animate 
us to endeavour to follow them, as they fol- 
lowed Christ. 

The following incident in the memorial of 
William and Hannah Jackson, struck us as 
beautiful. 

“ His wife, during the greater part of the 
time of his decline, enjoyed a state of compa- 
rative health, and administered to his wants, 
with her usual sympathetic attention ; but a 
few weeks before his decease, her health and 
strength wasted rapidly away ; and on the 25th 
of the Twelfth month, 1833, being then in the 
85th year of her age, she quietly passed from 
works to rewards. When the moment of dis- 
solution appeared to be at hand, William 
solemnly observed, “‘ What a blessed thing it 
is to have faith in God, and hope in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Soon after she ceased to 
breathe, he desired those present to be still, 
and after a very solemn pause, he spoke, say- 
ing, “ Peace to them that are afar off, and to 
them that are near. Peace to the Israel of 
God ; and peace to them that are born of the 
true seed of the kingdom, of the spirit and 
power of Christ. This I believe she evi- 
denced through life.” . 


a a a 


Drep, Fourth month 27th, 1842, Joun Parker, (who 
was the only surviving son of Dr. Isaac Parker, of 
Mount Pleasant, Jefferson county, Ohio,) after a painful 
illness of several months; during which time he was 
favoured to realize a state of patience and resignation 
to the Divine will. In a very feeling manner, he ex- 
pressed on many occasions his entire dependence on 
the Lord for final acceptance with him: saying, “ it is 
not by works of righteousness which we have done 
that we can be saved, but through the mercy of God, 
in the redemption of Jesus Christ, and by the regener- 
ating and saving operation of grace upon the soul.” 
There is reason for a well-grounded hope that he has 
made a happy change. He was in the forty-seventh 
year of his age. 
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An Appeal to the Professors of Christianity 
in the Southern States and elsewhere, on 
the subject of Slavery—by the Representa- 
tives of the Yearly Meeting of Friends for 
New England. 

(Concluded from page 344.) 

The next cause of mortality, after the 
seizure, is the cruelty exercised in the march 
of the slave and his detention previous to em- 
barkation. ‘The slaves are commouly secured 
by putting the right leg of one, and the left of 
another into the same pair of fetters. By 
supporting the fetters with a string, they can 
walk, though very slowly. Every four slaves 
are likewise fastened together by the neck 
with a strong pair of twisted thongs; and in 
the night, an additional pair of fetters is put 
on their hands, and sometimes a light iron 
chain passed around their necks.” 
them as evince marks of discontent are secured 
in a different manner; a thick billet of wood 
is cut, about three feet long, and, a smooth 
notch being made on one side of it, the ankle 
of the slave is bolted to the smooth part by 
means of a strong iron staple, one prong of 
which passes on each side of the ankle.” 

In this cruel manner are they forced to 
travel from the interior of the country to the 
coast, subjected to every privation and misery ; 
so that it is estimated, from the most accurate 
computation that has been attained, that the 
number of those who die on the journey alone 
is equal to five twelfths of the whole. While 
detained at the coast, waiting for embarkation, 
from want of sufficient food, from close con- 
finement, and other causes, diseases of a most 
fatal character often supervene, producing a 
frightful mortality ; so that, in every stage of 
this dreadful traffic, we find the lives of its 
victims are continually sacrificed. 

We hext advert to the middle passage, as 
it is termed, or the transportation of the slaves 
across the Atlantic; and the sufferings here 
revealed are truly of the most appalling cha- 
racter, fully justifying, as we apprehend, the 
language used by William Wilberforce, in 
1807. ‘ ‘The stings of a wounded conscience 
man cannot inflict ; but nearly all which man 
can do to make his fellow-creatures miser- 
able, without defeating his purpose by putting 
a speedy end to their existence, will still be 
here effected ; and it will still continue true, 
that never can so much misery be found con- 
densed into so small a space as in a slave-ship 
during the middle passage.” 

“ The first feature of this deadly passage,” 
says Buxton, “ which attracts our attention, 
is the evident insufficiency, in point of ton- 
nage, of the vessels employed for the cargoes 
of human beings which they are made to con- 
tain.” 

«“ We have a faithful description of the 
miseries of the middle passage, from the pen 
of an eye-witness, Falconbridge. His account 
refers to a period antecedent to 1790. He tells 
us, that ‘the men negroes, on being brought 
aboard ship, are immediately fastened to- 
gether, two and two, by handcuffs on their 
wrists, and by irons riveted on their legs.’ 
‘ They are frequently stowed so close as to 
admit of no other posture than lying on their 
sides. Neither will the height between decks, 


unless directly under the grating, permit them 
the indulgence of an erect posture, especially 
where there are platforms, which is generall 
the case. These platforms are a kind of shelf, 
about eight or nine feet in breadth, extending 
from the side of the ship towards the centre. 
They are placed nearly midway between the 
decks, at the distance of two or three feet 
from each deck. Upon these the negroes 
are stowed in the same manner as they are on 
the deck underneath. * * * * 

We omit many of the statements of Fal- 
conbridge, who was a surgeon on board a 
slave-ship, because we do not wish to dwell 
unnecessarily upon this painful scene. The 
cruelties enacted in the middle passage upon 
the slaves have increased to an awful extenty 
since the trade has become contraband by the 


“Such of | laws of nations, from the fact of a different 


class of vessels being now employed than for- 
merly,—those that have much less capacity 
for the accommodation of their human car- 
goes, in consequence of their construction 
being such as to render them the most rapid 
sailers, that they may outsail or avoid the 
armed vessels that are often engaged in pur- 
suing them. 

“ Laird, in his journal of the recent expe- 
dition to the Niger, says, ‘ Instead of the large 
and commodious vessels which it would be the 
interest of the slave-trader to employ, we 
have, by our interference, forced him to use a 
class of vessels (well known to naval men as 
American clippers) of the very worst descrip- 
tion that could have been imagined, for the 
purpose, every quality being sacrificed for 
speed. In the holds of these vessels the un- 
happy victims of European cupidity are stow- 
ed literally in bulk.” * * * * “Asa 
proof of the increase in the mortality on the 
middle passage, I may adduce,” says Buxton, 
“the evidence of Jackson, (who had been a 
judge in the Mixed Commission Court at 
Sierra Leone,) before the committee on Sierra 
Leone, in 1830. In answer to a question, he 
said, ‘I think the sufferings of these poor 
slaves are greatly aggravated by the course 
now adopted ; for the trade is now illegal, and, 
therefore, whatever is done is done clandes- 
tinely: they are packed more like bales of 
goods on board than human beings, and the 
general calculation is, that if, in three ad- 
ventures, one succeeds, the owners are well 
paid.’ ” 

If to the mortality arising from the causes 
already adverted to during the middle passage, 
we add the lives destroyed by shipwreck, it 
will appear that not less than twenty-five per 
cent. of all those embarked perish during their 
voyage. Nor does the mortality cease when 
they are disembarked ; but after landing, and 
in the ‘seasoning,’ not less than twenty per 
cent. are destroyed ; and it would appear, by 
as careful computations as have been made, 
that there is no exaggeration in estimating 


| 


so that, for every 1000 negroes alive at the 
end of a year after their deportation, and 


y | available to the planter, we have a sacrifice of 


1450.” 


From the African Repository, of Eighth 
month 15th, 1841, we make the following 
extract, viz :— 

“ We cannot too often, nor too solemnly, 
call the attention of our readers to the fact, 
that the slave-trade, in all its infamy, is, at the 
present moment, going on and flourishing, and 
extending toa most lamentable degree. * * * 
It is computed that, at this very moment, 
twenty thousand human beings, crowded in the 
small and narrow slave-ships, are floating on 
the ocean, between the land from which they 
have been torn, and the mart to which they 
are destined. What a stream of horror ! 
what cries, what groans, must fill the air 
along their whole course ! How many are just 
breathing their last! How many just cast 
overboard! Who can number the accumu- 


lated horrors on which the sun must daily 
look ?” 


Again, from the same periodical, we ex- 
tract the following :— When a slaver is 
chased by a cruiser, and is in danger of being 
seized, she must be lightened. And as the 
slaves on board are less valuable than any 
other part of the cargo, the heaviest of them 
are thrown overboard first. If more is neces- 
sary, in trying to escape the pursuing cruiser, 
men, women, and children, are hurried over- 
board, without remorse, and in numbers pro- 
portionate to the danger. In some instances, 
when seizure becomes certain, every slave on 
board is thrown over, in the hope that the 
cruiser, finding no chance for head-money, 
will let her pass, and then she can return to 
port, take on board another cargo, and try 
again. The slaves are thrown over with the 
fetters that were placed on them before they 
were brought on board. To lessen the chance 
of their escape, they are sometimes cast in, 
fetters and all, in large companies; and to 
insure their sinking before the cruiser can 
come and pick them up, weights are some- 
times added to sink them immediately. But 
this is not the only mode of lightening the ves- 
sel. Often three or four slaves are crowded 
into a cask, which is thrown over with weights 
attached to it. One vessel threw over twelve 
such casks before she was captured. One 
vessel had five hundred slaves on board, and 
threw them all over. ‘These scenes occur 
principally on the Western African station ; 
and it is said that even the sharks know this 
field of bloodshed, and are often known to fol- 
low the slave-ship from the port.” 


Appalling as is the view that has been pre- 
sented of the foreign slave-trade, it becomes 
us to contemplate it, and to remember that it 
is not probable any means can be devised to 
arrest this awful waste of human life, these 


the mortality of the slave-trade as follows :—| multiplied and dreadful sufferings, while, by 
Per cent.| the continuance of slavery, a reward is offered 


“© 1. Seizure, march, and detention, 
2. Middle passage, and after capture, 25 
3. After landing, and in the seasoning, 





100 | to stimulate the avarice of wicked men. 


Nor are the miseries and heart-rending 


20 | separations incident to the internal traffic that 


is prosecuted in our own country, to be passed 


145 | lightly over in the catalogue of evils connected 
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with slavery.* Notwithstanding it may be the ‘are we to give an account for the lambs he has 
intention of many who hold slaves to prevent, | intrusted to our charge ; and we solemnly ask 
in the prosecution of this traffic, the separa-| you, and entreat you, to view it in all sober- 
tion of families, the sundering of the domestic | ness,—do you believe that the continuance of 
ties which bind hearts together, whether high | slavery is calculated, in its varied results, to 
or low, rich or poor, bond or free, yet it is not|conduce to the prosperity of your beloved 
always in their power to avert the parting of|children in this present life, or to promote 
husband and wife, parent and child, brother | their hopes of happiness in the life to come ? 
and sister. Their care to prevent these cruel | or, does it not rather inevitably tend to induce 
separations, even when thus attempted to be| habits of indolence, indulgence, and vice, 
exercised, does not and cannot always avail. | which lessen their present usefulness, and peril 
Your daily observation shows you that they |their future hopes! Parent, art thou willing 
are often perpetrated ; and bringing home the|to leave thy child involved in these fearful 
universal Christian rule, which it is our duty | responsibilities? We conjure thee, as thou 


to keep always before us, how could we en- 
dure to have a parent, a child, or a bosom 
friend, torn from us, and plunged into uncer- 
tain but hopeless and bitter bondage.t 

Tt may not be necessary for us to point out 
the evils of slavery as it exists in our land. 
We need not offer an argument to prove what 
is self-evident,—its inconsistency with the 
universal, golden rule, and that, in the ob- 
servance of this rule, the highest interest of | 
man is promoted. But even could we disre- | 
gard our future happiness in connection with | 
this question, and limit ourselves to that 
which will conduce to our present quiet and 
the promotion of our temporal interest, we 
cannot doubt but that these would eventually 


lovest him, ponder this subject well. 

We are fully aware that there are many 
who hold slaves that deprecate slavery, but 
who see clearly no way of escaping from it. 
We feel tenderly for these, and would offer 


subject with hearts reverently turned unto the 
Author of all good, and with fervent aspira- 
tions that the truth may illuminate our under. 
standings, and that it may now be presented 
to us in that light in which it will appear at 
the day of final judgment. May we continu. 
ally remember the declaration of Holy Writ, 
“If thou forbear to deliver them that are 
drawn unto death, and those that are ready to 
be slain; if thou sayest, Behold, we knew it 
not, doth not he that pondereth the heart con. 
sider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth 
not he know it? and shall not he render to 
every man according to his works?” 

May the God of all grace and consolation 
bless us, and enable us clearly to perceive our 
duty, and faithfully to pursue it, that we may 
experience the verification of the ancient pro- 
mise, “ Then shall thy light break forth as the 


them the language of encouragement to attend | morning, and thy health shall spring forth 


to plainly manifested duty. Pray for an in- 
crease of faith. Our heavenly Father doth 
not require that of us which he will not enable 
us to perform. He hath all power in heaven 
and in earth, and he will remove difficulties 
from the way of those who are concerned, 
above all things else, to know and do his will. 
It is a truth of the most serious moment, and 
which we desire should be impressed deeply 
upon our hearts, that wpon the professors of 


be greatly promoted by the exchange of the | Christianity devolves the responsibility of the 


forced and tardy toil of the bondman for the 
requited, cheerful labour of the freeman. The 


continuance of slavery in our land. Let these 
cease to tolerate it among their own members; 





experiment of emancipation, wherever it has 
been fairly tried, incontestably proves this. 
It has ceased to be matter of doubt and specu- 
lation, bit has already become established as 
history by the testimony of many intelligent, 
unimpeachable witnesses. 

Would we secure present quiet, unmolested 
— and undisturbed fireside enjoyments ? 

et us put away the causes that now inter- 
rupt them, by an honest endeavour to do as 
we would be done by. ‘Then shall we receive 
from those befriended a practical reciproca- 
tion of this governing principle, and our hearts 
will be daily gladdened, and made to rejoice 
in the smiles of gratitude and confidence which 
on every hand will meet us. 

To parents we would most earnestly appeal. 
Are you willing your precious children should 
continue to be educated’ under the. influences 
of slavery? What are the habits they are 
prone to form ? what the consequences of the 
examples that are daily exhibited to them? 
what the effects upon their moral and religious 
lives? Oh! let us remember that unto God 





* Many and strong are the points of resemblance 
between the African and American slave-trade. Wit- 
ness the manner in which the slaves are secured when 
driven through the country, or transported by sea, and 
the manifold sufferings to which they are subjected. 

+ President Dew, of William and Mary College, Vir- 
ginia, in his celebrated attempted defence of slavery, 
makes the following observation :+-“ We have made 
some efforts to obtain something like an accurate 
account of the number of negroes every year carried 
out of Virginia to the south and west. We have not 
been enabled to succeed completely ; but from the best 
information we can obtain, we have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that upwards of six thousand are yearly exported 
to other states. Virginia is in fact a negro-raising state 
for other states ; she produces enough for her own sup- 
ply, and six thousand for sale.” 


let them exert their influence against it, and it 
will no longer continue to tarnish the name of 
our common country. 

We again repeat, that he who calleth us to 
the discharge of any duty, will make a way 
|for us if we look in faith unto him for help. 
| What has been done by a portion of the Chris- 
|tian community may be done by all. We 
| would speak very humbly of our own religious 
| Society, and of the course pursued by them in 
‘relation to slavery ; and yet, for your encour- 


we think it right to advert to it. Our fore- 
fathers, and some of those still living, in ad- 
vanced life, who held slaves, were brought to 
see, and feel too, that it was not for them to 
|keep their fellow-beings in bondage, and yet 
| consistently to profess to be the followers of 
| Him, who, through the mouth of the prophet, 
hath declared this to be the fast that he hath 
chosen, “ to loose the bands of wickedness ; 
to undo the heavy burdens ; and to let the op- 
|pressed go free, and that ye break every 
|yoke.” And when this was made evident to 
them, they dared not consult with flesh and 
blood, but, in confiding reliance upon God, 
they proceeded to liberate all whom they had 
| held in bondage ; and He, who, they doubted 
| not, required this of them as their religious 
duty, did indeed enable them to accomplish it, 
and, we reverently believe, abundantly blessed 
them therein; and unto Him may all con- 
fidingly look for a blessing upon their honest 
endeavours faithfully to do his will on earth. 
And now, in conclusion, we desire very 
impressively, inthe love of the gospel, to bring 
home to every bosom the solemn query,—Are 
my hands clean, in the sight of God, of the 
blood of my brother? Let us investigate the 











agement in freeing yourselves from the evil, | 


speedily, and thy righteousness shall go before 
thee ; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rere. 
ward. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord 
shall answer ; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, 
Here I am.” 

Signed, on behalf and by direction of a 
meeting of the representatives of the Yearly 
Meeting of Friends for New England, held at 
Providence, Rhode Island, the 2d of the Se- 
cond month, 1842. 

Samvet Boyp Topsy, Clerk. 


From our Yearly Meeting of Friends for 
New England, held on Rhode Island in the 
Sixth month, 1842. 


To the Quarterly, Monthly and Preparative Meetings 
hereunto belonging, and to the Members thereof. 
Dear Friends,—Being assembled at our 

annual meeting, and graciously permitted to 
mingle together in sweet fellowship and love, 
to transact the various concerns of the church 
that have come before us, in much harmony 
and unity, you, dear absent Friends, have 
been brought very feelingly to our remem- 
brance, with desires that yoy might partici- 
pate with us in the mercies with which we 
have been favoured. 

Among the interesting and instructive en- 
gagements of this meeting, has been the 
investigation of the state of Society, as pre- 
sented to us by the answers to the queries. T'o 
the first and very important query, as to the 





due attendance of our religious meetings, the 
answer from all our subordinate meetings has 
exhibited many deficiencies. This painful 
truth, that not a few of our members are in 
the frequent practice of neglecting the attend- 
ance of our religious meetings, held for the 
performance of the worship that is due to 
Almighty God, the Creator and Preserver of 
us all, has caused a deep exercise in this 
meeting. When we take into view the pur- 
pose of these meetings; when we remember 
our own nothingness, and our entire depend- 
ence upon Him whom we are required to wait 
upon and to worship; when we call to mind 
that from Him cometh not only our spiritual, 
but also our temporal blessings ; that the earth 
is His and the fulness thereof, and that His 
are the cattle upon a thousand hills; when 
we are brought to realize that He is an 
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omnipresent Being, omniscient and omnipo- 
tent too ; and that we have no power to com- 
mand for ourselves, any good thing ; how can 
we presume to neglect to present our bodies | 
a living sacrifice unto Him, which, as the 
apostle saith, is our reasonable service. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength—this is the first and great | 
commandment, and the second is like unto | 
it, viz, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself; on these two commandments : 


| 





all the law and the prophets. How very 
comprehensive and full are the practical du- 
ties here presented to us ; and can they claim 
to be in the fulfilment of these commands who 
neglect to go up not only willingly but joy- 
fully, to render worship, thanksgiving and 
praise unto the great and adorable name of | 
the Lord. We have felt strong desires that 
the very important testimony which our fore- 
fathers were concerned to bear, as to the right 
performance of true spiritual worship, may 
continue to be faithfully supported by us. 
However few may be the number of those 
who meet together ; however lonely and soli- 
tary we may feel ourselves to be; oh! may 
we remember his gracious promise remains to 
be sure unto this day; that where two or 
three are gathered together in His name, 
there is He in the midst of them. That we 
are permitted, under a humbling sense of our | 
wants, to draw near unto the source of all 
strength, and the fountain of all good; and 
enabled through the rich extension of mercy, 
to offer unto the Lord the tribute of accept- 
able worship, without the necessary interven- 
tion of any human instrumentality, is the 
freedom that we have in Christ Jesus; and 
calls for deep and reverent gratitude of soul. 
And the second commandment is like unto 
the first. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. Dear Friends, we are made sorrow- 
fully to feel that herein also there is great defi- 
cieucy with many, and vain is it for us to pro- 
fess to observe the first commandment, if we 
neglect the second. “If thou love not thy 
brother, whom thou hast seen, how shalt thou 
love God whom thou hast not seen?” And if 
we truly love our brother, we shall not speak 
evilly of him, nor open a willing ear to the 
tales of others. We shall be concerned not 
only to forbear ourselves from every gen 
of detraction, but ready to discourage it in| 


Lord are received as obligatory upon us, we 
can in no wise indulge in a spirit of revenge, 
or under any circumstances inflict an injury 


on our fellow-men. “ Brethren, avenge not 
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath 
—for it is written, vengeance is mine, I will 
repay saith the Lord.” Our testimony against 
all wars and fightings is coeval with the rise 
of our Society, and its faithful maintenance 
is a cardinal point which we earnestly en- 
treat our friends in no degree to compro- 
mise. 


Some deficiency in the full observance of 
our testimony against the use of spirituous 


liquors has also been brought to our view, and 
has caused concern among us. Surely the 


present is not a day for us to relax in our 


care in this respect ; and we entreat our dear 
brethren every where to be watchful that they 
are wholly preserved from so demoralizing 
and destructive an evil. 

Our worthy predecessors were led from a 


_ Signed on behalf, and by direction of the 
Yearly Meeting, by 
AsrauaM Suearman, Jr., Clerk. 


— 


For “ The Friend.” 
“LOVING AND FAITHFUL.” 

No accounts of the parentage, or early his- 
|tory of James and Anne Greenwood, whose 
latter days were spent in the county of An- 
trim, Ireland, have come down to us. They 
were born,—became members of our religi- 
— Society,—met, and were married ;—but 
the when, or the where, we have no means of 
ascertaining. The first information which we 
possess, presents them to us as circumspectly 
walking in the fear of God, and in the fellow- 
ship of his saints, and bound together with no 
ordinary love one for another. United by 
the covenant which they had made, when be- 
fore their divine Master, and in the hearing 
of their brethren and sisters, they promised to 





sense of religious duty into a simplicity of| be loving and faithful unto death, but still 
dress and address which they believed to be | more by an union of spirit, and oneness of pur- 
consistent with the gospel of Christ; and we! pose, they were true help-meets in all the 
have been at this season renewedly concerned | troubles and trials of time, as well as aids and 
that this may not be esteemed by any of us a/| assistants to each other in the way to the 
minor testimony, the observance of which} kingdom of everlasting peace. Grave with- 
we may safely neglect. Nothing is to be es-/ out austerity, they were exemplary in their 
teemed little which the Lord requires of us.|deportment, whilst their daily conduct and 
The experience of our Society has fully! conversation bore witness to a living concern 
shown that they who have been neglectful in | for the glory of their Creator, and the good 
the support of this testimony have dwindled) of their fellow creatures. Thus walking 
in other respects; and many have been the | amongst men in uprightness and truth, they 
instances of individual mourning and deep| magnified to beholders that grace of the Lord 
repentance, when upon a death-bed a sense | Jesus, by which they were what they were, 
of unfaithfulness in this respect has pressed | and reflected honour on the religious profes- 
upon the mind, and the opportunity had then! sion which they made to the world. They 
gone forever for bearing this testimony before | were lovers of the brethren ; given to hospi- 
men. tality ; ever mindful of the apostolic exhor- 

On these and various other subjects, be- | tation, not to be forgetful to entertain stran- 
loved Friends, have we been introduced into/ gers. Their house and their hearts were open 


travail and exercise at this season, and fer- 
vent have been our aspirations that the defi- 
ciencies among us may be done away. Seek, 
dear Friends, to become firmly established 
and grounded in the faith of the everlasting 
gospel ; remember that other foundation can no 
man lay than that which is laid, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; even that foundation upon 
which the prophets and apostles builded. 
Be concerned practically to know what it is to 
be taught from day to day of the Lord: be 
diligent in reading the Holy Scriptures which 


others ; that thus in an upright, conscientious | are able to make wise unto salvation, through 
discharge of our duty to God and our fellow-/| faith that is in Christ Jesus. In seasons of|cord and conformity, will be found in laxity 


men, we may be instrumental in removing this 
great evil from among us. 
The preservation of our various Christian 


solemn retirement, wait often upon the Lord 
for a renewal of strength. As this is our 
individual and united engagement, we do 


to receive those who travelled in the work of 
the gospel ministry. Not only were they 
enabled to furnish refreshment to the bodies 
of such, but oftentimes to their tried and trib- 
ulated minds also, through the qualifying 
influence of the Holy Spirit. Having been 
led to see, that where all keep their places, 
there can be no rent, nor division, nor strife, in 
the church, they dearly prized, and longed 
for an increase of that fellowship in faith, that 
unity in spirit, that oneness in Christ, from 
which alone can spring that peace which is 
really precious. All other sources of con- 


of principle, and liable at any moment to 
change. 
James Greenwood, towards the close of life, 


testimonies continues to rest with undiminish-| verily believe that a qualification will be wit-| through infirmity of body, was for years unable 
ed weight upon asa people. They are founded | nessed to move safely forward ; Zion will be) to travel much abroad. His wife, however, 
on the everlasting, unchangeable Truth, and|enlarged; her cords lengthened and her! enjoyed good health, and attended the General 


we cannot, without condemnation, forego their 
maintenance, or in any way compromise them. 
The blessed Captain and hope of our Salva- 
tion is emphatically called the Prince of Peace. 
He has commanded his followers to love their 
enemies, to do good to them that hate them, 
to pray for those that despitefully use them 
and persecute them. We are fully persuaded 
that if our hearts are imbued with the princi- 
ples of the gospel, and the precepts of our 


stakes strengthened, and Jerusalem become | Meetings, where she was often very serviee- 
the praise of the whole earth. |able, being remarkable for the sweetness of 

And now under a tendering and humbling | her manners, the depth of her discernment, 
sense of the goodness of the Lord, mercifully | and the wisdom of her counsel. When she 
extended to us at this time, affording renewed appeared in the ministry, her words were but 
evidence that He still careth for this people, | few, and were expressed with great caution 
and is graciously disposed to do them good, and modesty. She was kind and tender to 
we bid you affectionately farewell—desiring | all,—watching in love those who sought after 
that grace, mercy and peace may extend and | good in early life, and sympathizing with the 
abound among us. afflicted in body, and distressed in mind. In 
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THE FRIEND. 


conversation she was gentle, engaging, and |concern on thy behalf. Mayest thou dwell in | be allotted him, so that by extra labour by day 


wise ; so that in her labours of love with the 
disorderly and obstinate, they were oftentimes 
won upon, and softened and subdued. 

Such were James and Anne Greenwood, 
furnishing a beautiful instance of union of 
heart and of hand. Lovely were they in their 
lives, and death scarcely divided them. In 
the year 1700, having filled up their respec- 
tive measures of suffering and sorrow for their 
own and the church’s sake, they were both 
permitted in mercy to fall asleep in Jesus. 

— 
For “ The Friend.” 
LETTER TO A YOUNG WOMAN. 

The following letter from a valuable elder, 
now deceased, it is thought contains matter 
worthy of the deep consideration of all those 
who are in the same situation the individual 
was, to whom it was addressed. 

Philadelphia, Eighth month Ist, 1796. 

Respected friend :—Since I attended the 
opening of your monthly meeting, by appoint- 
ment of our quarter, my mind has been fre- 
quently turned towards thee, with earnest and 
affectionate desires for thy preservation and 
right direction: that now, in the days of thy 
infancy, and state of childhood as to religious 
experience, neither a false fire nor a heated 
imagination, may be suffered so to influence 
thy mind, as to lead thee off the sure founda- 
tion. To be preserved thereon, it is necessa- 
ry to dwell in diffidence and fear, accompanied 
by watchfulness and prayer ; in godly sincer- 
ity and self-abasement breathing to the Father 
of light and life, that he would direct thy steps 
aright. Great indeed is the mystery of god- 
liness ; and great. also is the mystery of ini- 
quity. The twisting, twining enemy of man’s 
happiness is lying in wait, striving to mislead 
and deceive ; and particularly those woo may 
be in the way of laying his kingdom waste. 
In his many transformations and snares, he is 
suffered to try the foundations of men, in order 
for their thorough refinement. See to it my 
friend ; examine deeply and closely into thy | 
religious movements ; inquire in humility and 
reverential fear, whether self is sufficiently 
slain and reduced under the cross of Christ. 
Is it in the cross to thy own natural will, that 
thou art constrained to appear in public? Be 
honest in this inquiry ; for much depends upon 
it. If such appearances are gratifying to thy 
natural feelings, and yield a kind of self-exal- 
tation and approbation, depend upon it thou art 
in a dangerous state, and ensnared by a subtle 
enemy intoa path tending to desolation and ruin. 

To be as the oracles of God, as instruments 
in his hands to convey his holy, pure counsel 
to his creature man,—to be an ambassador for 
Christ, labouring to reconcile the people unto 
God,—what higher or more dignified office 
can poor frail mortal man be engaged in? 
Certainly, none! How necessary is it then, 
to know the purity and certainty of our com- 
mission for this important work! and to be 
assured that it is grounded on that Rock, 
against which the gates of hell shall never 
prevail ! 

That a withering and barrenness should 
come upon thee, would indeed be a sorrowful 
case ; that it may not be so, is my earnest 


lowliness and fear ; in watchfulness and self-|or by night, he might make up what should 
abasement ; and before offering any thing as/ be lost by his attending week-day meetings, 
a minister of the gospel, which may be pre-| He offers, if his master is not satisfied with 
sented to thy mind, turn the fleece again and this arrangement, to remain with him at the 
again; try itwet anddry. Much better is it close of his apprenticeship, until he shall have 
to bear burthens, than to offer that which | paid for all the hours thus occupied. 
would die of itself; this was forbidden under| We know not what sort of reply his master 
the law. made to this request, but doubtless way was 
Far be it from me to discourage the growth | made for one so earnest for the performance 
of the living plants; my wish is to help those | of his duty to God, and so conscientious in 
that are young in the ministry, in the right | desire to fulfill his earthly obligations. 
line ; and at the same time to discourage those| As he was as an apprentice, so was he asa 
forward spirits who run into words without| master. He settled in Ireland, within the 
life and power ; such as start up in the assem- | limits of Edenderry Monthly Meeting ; and 
blies of the Lord’s people with every presen- | soon in obedience to Divine requirings, and in 
tation—these, not dwelling deep with the Seed | love to his fellow-creatures, he was constrained 
of life, instead of descending into the bottom | to appear as a minister of the gospel of Christ. 
of Jordan, know not what it is to be true bur- | The same spirit which actuated the boy, was 
then bearers. found in the man. His Heavenly Father’s 
That thou mayest grow in grace, and in the | requisitions had the first place in his esteem, 
saving knowledge of our God, and hold up a| but not the less diligent was he in the perform- 
good light among the raw spirits who may be | ance of his social and relative duties. At home 
gathered and gathering in your new country,|and abroad he zealously laboured rightly to 
is the desire of thy loving friend. sustain the character of a gospel minister—a 
tender husband—a firm and affectionate father, 
and a Christian friend; and as he offered unto 
God the “ first fruits” of all his increase, he 
received a blessing on his faithfulness in these 


For “ The Friend.” 
THE FAITHFUL APPRENTICE. 


The Holy Spirit operates in the hearts of | 


the very young in years ; and when its instruc- 
tions are in good measure obeyed by any, they 
become lambs of the true fold, very precious 
to their heavenly Shepherd, and lovely in the 
view of their Christian friends. They grow 
in grace, and whilst rendering to their Father 
in heaven the first place in their affections, and 
endeavouring to yield him implicit obedience, 


they, as a necessary consequence, submit to 
their earthly caretakers, and anxiously seek to 
To their parents 


fulfill all their requirings. 
they are loving and dutiful; to their masters 
obedient and faithful. Thus as they advance 
in years, their habits become opposed to all 
vicious indulgences, while an increasing love 
of the Saviour, is a powerful incentive to run 
the race for the prize of their high calling, 
which is to glory and virtue. Our characters 
as men are generally but slightly modified 
from those which marked us as children. 
Thus, those who in early life are faithful in 
their social and religious duties, through the 
preserving providence of God, are often in a 
remarkable manner strengthened to walk 
worthy of their vocation in time, and in joy- 
fulness and peace to enter on eternity. 
Among the “early called,” who through 


several relationships. He had his portion of 
trials and sorrows to endure, and amongst 
them, not the least sore and deep was the loss 
of his beloved wife, who, in the year 1733, 
whilst he was in America on a gospel mission, 
was set free from the suffering of this present 
state of existence. He was of a liberal dispo- 
sition, cheerfully aiding the needy, and sym- 
pathizing with the afflicted. He was kind to 
|his neighbours, upright in his dealings, and 
industrious in his business. He was very care- 
ful in giving his children a guarded religious 
education ; and in bis every-day walk before 
| them, he was an example of Christian humi- 
lity, true firmness, and unwavering integrity. 

He was earnest in the support of the dis- 
cipline of our religious Society, and was much 
employed therein ; and in transacting its busi- 
ness, he was weighty in spirit, and not hasty in 
forming his judgment. ‘Tender over those who 
| were well-meaning, and honest in their humble 
eflorts for the support of the cause and testi- 
monies of Truth, he was yet prompt to discern 
and to discourage that spirit which was more 
in show than in substance. 

As he advanced in years, his desires were 
fervent that he might continue faithful to the 
end ; and his friends inform us, that his peti- 





obedience have become the “ early chosen” | tions in this respect were answered. About the 
of the Lord, was Mungo Bewley. His parents | last day of the Second month, 1747, he attend- 
were Thomas and Margaret Bewley, of Wood- | ed a meeting at Edenderry, wherein he bore a 
hall in Cumberland, England ; at which place | living testimony, which left a witness in the 
Mungo was born in 1677. Through submis- | hearts of the hearers that he was indeed “ green 
sion to the operation of Divine grace, a living} in old age.” The next day he became indis- 
concern for his eternal well-being, was raised | posed ; and continuing gradually but rapidly to 
in his youthful mind, and a fervent zeal for| fail, after three days illness, he peaceably 
the due attendance of meetings for worship. | breathed his last; being about 70 years of age. 
Being placed as an apprentice, it is probable,| Being dedicated in infancy, faithful in matu- 
that some difficulties were thrown in the way | rity, he was strengthened and supported in old 
of his fulfilling this religious duty, for among | age ; and in the end, he who had loved from a 
his papers, there was found one addressed to| child the communion of saints in public wor- 
his master, on this subject. In it he earnestly | ship on earth, was, in infinite mercy, gathered 
requests that a weekly amount of work should | to the ever-adoring multitude in heaven. 





